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Act 1 —Scene 1 — The Palace of King Stefan

Opening Number - Good Things Grow

Joxer speaks to the audience under the intro.

Joxer

Audience Respond
Joxer
Audience respond

Joxer

Ladies and gentlemen, and I use the term loosely, I’'m Joxer the
royal jester and you are welcome to The National Opera House
Wexford for Wexford Panto 2026. Are you ready?

Are you ready?

Are you awake? Come on I know it’s Sleeping Beauty but you
ain’t so beautiful so don’t be sleeping.Save your sleep for
school on Monday! I need you to wake up for our newest, most
magical, amazing, splendiferous Panto Adventure yet

Sleeping Beauty!

Welcome to the Kingdom!

Opening Number kicks in
After opening number.

Joxer

Silence

Joxer

Silence

Joxer

Audience

Joxer

Boom, wow, yeaaaaaaahhhhhhhh that’s what I’m talking about.
PARTAAAAA! Right down to business, what’s the party for I
hear you say....

What is the party for I hear you say......

Eh hello - “What is the party for” I here you say. Say it!
What is the party for?

Great, super, thanks for turning out. If it gets any livelier in
here a funeral might break out! Anymahow, long story short,
welcome to the Kingdom of King Stefan and the missus, i.e.
Queen Clara who have been trying to knock out a baby for
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years to no avail, all seemed lost but hey, we played a bit of
Barry White dished out a few oysters and Boom! Baby on the
way. Everyone over the moon. Yaaaay! And this is the party to
celebrate the birth of the babog. Now without further ado may |
introduce to you your King and Queen.

Please stand to attention for their highnessesssssss King Stefan
and Queen Clara.

Hello, hello, hello, good evening, welcome and hello. Loyal
subjects, honoured guests, fellow royalty, and dear friends of
course. It is a great honour for me on behalf of my darling wife
and myself to welcome you all here tonight for this joyous
occasion....

Stefan do get on with it

Right, sorry dear, well why are we here? Well as you all know
myself and my little pigeon fart here have longed for many
years for a child, an heir to our throne, someone to keep the old
flag flying and all that, a child to carry on the family name...
Stefan

Yes my little lobster claw?

You’re boring everyone, just introduce the child.

Right fine, marvellous, great... this is supposed to be a
celebration even if some people (pointed) insist on spoiling the
mood. We are here to celebrate the birth of my little princess
Aurora.

Joxer!

Your Maj.

Introduce the Princess.

Got ya! Ladies and Gents welcome to the palace and here is the

guest of honour. I proudly introduce the heir and grace your
Princess Aurora

Musical Number — Hail to the Princess Aurora

After the musical number King Hubert enters
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Fanfare

Nurse Nelly

Lovely, now we got a King in the house, I mean another King,
Heads up for his highness King Hubert of over the road.

Stefan my man, what a joyous, joyous occasion (he hugs King
Stefan) Wonderful party, joyous, joyous occasion. Ah Clara my
dear, beautiful as ever (he kisses her on each cheek) you’re a
lucky man Stefan a lucky, lucky man, Blah (that is a toffee
nosed cough he does it a lot) oh yes a lucky man.

Sorry now what?

Your beautiful wife a treasure, a treasure, reminds me of my
own departed wife, not a day goes by I don’t think of her,
(pause)... marvellous boar at the buffet. Simply splendid,
splendid, Blah, yes a joyous occasion now you have been
blessed with another beauty (he moves to cradle where the baby
has been placed)

Blah, you are a lucky man and we are all very lucky as now our
two great kingdoms can at last be united.

United? I was more of a Liverpool fan myself. I’d rather be
Crimsby than United.

Blah, ha, you’re a funny man Stefan, Blah, you know what I
mean of course, your beautiful daughter, my fine proud son, a
match made in heaven.

Oh I know. I know oh Hubert that will just be super.

Oh yes he’s a great boy, Blah, where is he now? Blah, you
there, announce my son.

Son?

Son.

Son?

Son son! Alright?

Alright Saaaaan. Sorry right announce the boy- Ladies and

gentlemen the heir who is no square - His Highness Prince
Philip.

Whhhhhhoooooooo let’s get this party started.

Nurse Nelly Numbum bursts onto the stage



Musical Cue - APT
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Nurse Nelly
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How are yes all getting on? How are yes all getting on? Nurse
Nelly Numbum at your service, by royal appointment nurse
maid to the greats. I’ve rared them all, Prince Charles, Princess
Anne, Prince William even Harry, well they don’t all work out
perfect.

Wooo000 nelly! This is some shindig ain’t it? Lort I’'m after
eating more today than me weight watchers diet would allow in
a month some shindig though, some shindig and this is some
place, fancy out like the inside of the Riverbank House Hotel. I
had the christening for my sprogs in the Kelly's on the

Corner. Are ya having fun or what? Huh?

(To audience) Look at him sure he’s having a right laugh aren’t
ya craytur. Absolutely bursting off curlywurlys and lucozade he
was in the car park before the show boy and wouldn’t share any
with the kids. Fair play to him I says.

Blah, Nurse Nelly! Where is my son?

Alright Saaaan. Huh? Oh young Philip sure he’s right there,
(looks behind her, he’s not there) he’s ah there (looks another
way no child) Ah he’s, he’s (uncomfortable laugh) 1’11 be right
back! (She exits quickly)

What in the world was that?

Oh that’s my royal Nanny, Nurse Nelly Numbum she’s been

caring for Philip since his mother sadly passed away, she’s
usually very trust worthy, Blah, well usually?

(Off Stage) Stall the ball there your highneeeeessseesesess, |
have him here now, (She runs up to the Joxer) Oi head the ball!
Do your thing. (She exits again)

Sure thing Nurse No bum.

That’s Numbum.

Numbskull. Got ya. His royal highness Prince Philip

Nurse Nelly comes on curtsying as she comes, a very young Prince Philip

enters

King Hubert

Blah, there he is my son and heir, hello my boy...



Nurse Nelly
King Hubert
Nurse Nelly
King Hubert

King Stefan

Ahem ahem

Yes?

You’re welcome, (she curtseys again)

Blah, anyway, now my boy it’s time to meet your future wife.

Philip this is Aurora; some day she will be your princess.

Philip looks into the cradle

Prince Philip
Nurse Nelly

Queen Clara

King Hubert

Joxer

Girls have cooties! (He runs over behind Nurse Nelly)
(Uncomfortable laugh) Aha I don’t know where he heard that.

He has little time for girls now but that will change, isn’t he a
darling?

Yes and then someday these two fine children will be wed and
two great kingdoms will be united. (Stefan and Hubert shake
hands)

Love it, uniting kingdoms, monarchy’s ruling people without
any vote or democracy. Us Irish love that sort of thing.
Anyway on with the story. For what is a fairy tale without
fairies, and all the fairies in the land were invited to the party.
Led by Mistress Flora the pink fairy, Mistress Fauna the green
fairy of and Mistress Merry Weather the blue fairy.

Musical Cue - Fairy Music

Enter the fairies

The Bubble machine fills the stage with bubbles and the fairies float in through the
double doors at the back all bow.

Flora

Fauna

Merry Weather

Fauna

Greetings and salutations humans, we are the magical fairies of
the kingdom and we are here to bestow great tidings of magic
and wonder upon the new born infant.

I thought we were here to see the baby?

The baby boo. Where is she, where? AHHHHHHH look it!
You are so cute, look at that puchie little face, you are like a
mini Marty Morrissey, yes you are.

Merry Weather please, it’s a girl child and it can’t be that
special. OMG I am so wrong, how cute! You a beut girl! I so
got to Insta this.
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Fauna

Merry Weather

Flora

Hooo saaa booo saaa bbboooo ssoo oddo ddo. Who’s a pretty
girl, who’s a pretty girl?

(Seeing Fauna) Who is a pretty girl? (To her) How you doing?
Hi.

Wow you must be a really powerful fairy, cause you just made
everyone else in this room disappear. Do you clean your eyes
with fairy washing up liquid? Coz your eyes are sparkling.
Forget fairy dust- you’re a fairy must!

Ha. Your funny.

Well I hope so, I am a professional.

Joxer! Hello your royal fairy type highnesses you are most
welcome.

Are ye anything to Tinkerbell?

No

Maura Bell?

I wish.

Kind King Stefan and Good Queen Clara we three fairies of the
realm have been bestowed as guardians of the new born
Princess.

Yeah, we are like her Fairy Godmothers!!!

Anything to the Fairy Godmother in Shrek?

No

To Marlon Brando in the Fairy Godfather?

I wish. Anyway we are here for the gift giving, yaeah? and
dude we aren’t just talking prams and changing tables here, we

got some fairly impressive gifts for this little Princess.

Yes and we are going to spoil her rotten, yes we are, yes we
are.

Ladies please. Of course we are talking about gifts that will
shape the Princess into the beautiful person she must become to
rule with justice and integrity.
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Merry Weather

Justice and integrity is in short supply with most rulers I know.
Me first, me first, ok hold on let me get into fairy character-
ahem ahem. Toss toss. It is my great honour to give to the babe
the wonderful gift of Beauty, something that I have been graced
with in abundance, may she be as beautiful inside as she
appears on the outside and grow and love the world as she
matures.

Just like me.

Yeah right!

People will think she has just followed in my footsteps so.
Quiet Stefan! Isn’t that lovely. Thank you good fairy Fauna.
Yes, well done Fauna, I shall follow... ahem...May the child
grow and as she does may she develop in confidence and may
her abilities blossom and as they do her talents will also excel
so that she will be gifted at all that she does.

Like Geroge Lawlor.

Go‘way he’s no Brendan.

That’s wonderful, absolutely wonderful, very kind!

Now Merry Weather the last of the gifts.

Ok Flora, yes I have something special for the little cutie pie
I...

There is a sudden flash of lightning and thunder roars as the lights go down and the
The Evil Fairy Maleficent appears.

Queen Clara

King Hubert

Stefan did you forget to pay the electricity again?

No look it’s the Evil Witch!

Maleficent hates being called a witch she claps her hands the lights come up
and she walks down centre, to all:

Maleficent

Now let’s get one thing straight here from the offing. [ am an
evil fairy, not an evil witch, got it?

People agree, she stomps back up to the back and claps her hands the lights go dark

again.
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All spit.

Well isn’t this a pretty little party, but what is the occasion, let
me see, (Moving into the room) Anyone who is anyone is here,
royalty, nobility, the gentry (looks at fairies) even the rabble.
Oh my! a cradle, oh this is a christening party is it? (Looks into
the cradle) And what a beautiful baby. Well I am sorry for
intruding; I shall be on my way.

And you’re not angry Maleficent.

It’s fine I just wanted to give my gift to the little baby.
Maleficent be gone; this does not concern you.

Ya you stay away from that child, like she’s with us.

Indeed Maleficent we are her Fairy Godmothers now; it’s ok
you can go on your way.

Wrong! This Kingdom falls in my domain, so technically I
should have been invited to be the child’s Godmother.

I don’t think so, and that goth rock look is so out.

You have no want for this child, be on your way.

FOOLS! I don’t want to be a fairy godmother but I do tire of
this happy clappy scene. This story needs a baddie and hello,
here I am. So | shall bestow my gift upon the child and then be

on my way.

Please Maleficent don’t harm my child; how can you be so
cruel?

You heartless woman you must be sent from the pits of hell!

It’s worse than that, she’s from ... (Insert local rival’s)!

Musical Cue - Evil Underplay

Maleficent

Evil laugh

She raises her arms and the lights darken

Silence

The baby Aurora will indeed grow to be the most beautiful girl
in the land, she will indeed be talented and knowledgeable just
as my estranged sisters have promised.



King Stefan

Maleficent

Well that’s super thank you very much...

SILENCE! She will be beautiful and talented and all will be
well, but heed this warning, before she reaches her eighteenth
birthday she shall prick her finger on the spindle of a spinning
wheel and die! (Evil laugh)

Great party thanks for having me I’d love to stay but I think
there is a wedding or a twenty first somewhere I have to ruin.
(Evil laugh)

Maleficent exits laughing

King Hubert
Maleficent
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Queen Clara

Fauna

Nurse Nelly

That evil witch!
(From off stage) EVIL FAIRY!
Sorry.

That evil fairy, now what are we going to do? She’s doomed,
doomed.

My poor child.

Blah, this is a catastrophe!

Wouldn’t have happened on my watch.

It did happen on your watch you were standing right there!

Alright Stephen Hawking who died and made you the president
of physics

Prick her finger on the spindle of a spinning wheel? I mean
who comes up with this stuff? I want her dead so I'll put a
curse on her that makes her prick her finger on the spindle of a
spinning wheel! Would it not be easier to curse her to get hit by
a truck or fall down a stairs no?

Or fall off a table in a night club at three in the morning and
break her neck.

It happens! Believe me.
What are we to do?

Alright guys cool yourselves, you’re forgetting Merry Weather
still has to give Aurora her present.

I hope it’s a [Phone 16!
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Oh Good Fairy Merry Weather can you save her from this
terrible faith?

Oh I’'m afraid not Queen, oh this is truly terrible. (Sobbing)
Maleficent is way more powerful than us three put together!

True, but we may be able to undo some of her evil spell, a
clause perhaps, you can do it Merry Weather.

Do you think so Flora, oh dear, oh dear, why me! Well I’ll give
it my best shot.

Wait! We could ask Chat GPT?

Already did. It said fauna is animals in the forest.
And flora?

A type of butter does wonders for cholesterol

Sister you can do this. I believe in you. We believe in you. We
all believe in you

Peter Pan again lads is it? No bother.

Ok here goes; the Princess Aurora will indeed prick her finger
on the spindle of a spinning wheel,

NOOOOOOO! Sorry.
But I decree that she shall not die,

Yeeeeey alright! Can I get a high five? (To Stefan, who throws
him a dirty look)

No the Princess will only fall into a great sleep, and she will be
awoken by loves first kiss.

Yeah right. I mean, that’s nice.
Oh that’s wonderful.
Well that’s a relief, now on with the celebrations.

Hold on, you obviously don’t know how powerful an evil fairy
we’re dealing with here.

You don’t think Aurora’s still in danger do you?
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I wouldn’t rule anything out with Maleficent. She’ll surly come
up with an evil plan to have her revenge. We’re doomed!

Then we must take the child away and hide her till her
eighteenth birthday. We’ll take her to the hidden cottage in the

Great Forest and we three will raise the little angel as our own.

Eh hold on! Like what do we know about raising babies?

Ahhhhh haa ha I’'m sure it will be alright; we’ll have our magic.
No, no magic if we use our magic Maleficent will be able to
track us down. Without magic she will never find us deep in the
forest.

I’'m to be without my child for eighteen years?

It is for the best my little lamb’s liver. We can trust the good
fairies to keep her safe, she would never be totally safe here
even if we had an army trying to protect her. This is the only

way. Joxer you will go with the fairies also to protect them.

Ah hello, I’'m a jester, a comedian, performer, lover not a
fighter. You got the wrong man.

That’s a shame, I was looking for a big strong hero to look after
little old me in the big scary woods.

I’min.

Yes, Blah, and when she is eighteen she can return here and
marry Philip and we can all live happily ever after.

(To audience) Now you know it’s not going to be that easy.
You’ll have to trust us your majesty. And we must never tell
the child about it either it would be too dangerous. Until she
reaches eighteen she will be known as ....

Nuala!

Jacinta!

Gurtrude!

Bridie!

Briar Rose.
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Musical Number -

End of Scene 1

Huh!?!

Your majesty, we will raise Aurora, Briar Rose as our own, we
will keep her right and safe and when she reaches eighteen
unharmed....

We will return a beautiful Princess to you.

Princess Aurora. (She sobs and is comforted by her husband)
We must entrust Aurora now to her Fairy Godmothers my love.
It will be ok my dear. Trust us.

Now let’s all like totally cheer up, and party.

We have bettered the evil Maleficent this is truly cause to
celebrate.

Positive vibes only! This is meant to be a party like!
Party!

Hell ya!
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